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Camille Montgomery 
Value of Privacy 
 One would think that a high school would keep their students’ personal information 
confidential. I had an experience that proved otherwise. For nearly four years, my parents and I 
were nagged and harassed by a company that was performing a longitudinal study on high school 
students’ success and the tools they used to be successful. Although this study seemed very 
interesting and the data they gained from the study could be very beneficial and reveal 
interesting results or trends, their methods for gaining information were not ideal and invaded the 
privacy of many families.   
 My freshman year, I, along with several other of my classmates, were asked to take a test 
by some of our teachers. We were informed that the test would be used to help a company’s 
study on high school students’ success. However, we were not told that they would be trying to 
contact us over the years to update information in their database on how we were continuing to 
succeed. If I had known this information from the beginning, I would have never agreed to take 
the test. First, they started sending emails to me, then to my parents, asking us to fill out surveys. 
Initially, my parents responded to one of the survey requests. Next, they began calling us, phone 
call after phone call, to our house phone, then to each of our cell phones. Many times, we would 
not answer because we were not interested in completing any more surveys.  
 The calls came so frequently that one day my mom decided she would answer and 
respond to any questions they had. She figured that if she did this, the calls would stop. She was 
wrong. They questioned her for over an hour on very personal information. Even after she 
participated in yet another questionnaire, the calls and emails continued, and we kept avoiding 
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them. My dad eventually took one of the calls and clearly communicated to the representative 
that we no longer wanted to participate in their study.  
 The harassment was elevated one day when we received a knock on our door. The 
company had sent a representative to our house. At this point, my family and I felt as though our 
privacy had been severely violated. Shocked and furious, my dad once again directly 
communicated to the representative that we did not want to be involved in the study and 
requested that all attempts to obtain information stop. Even after this incident, we continued to 
receive calls as well as emails. Even after I had graduated high school, the calls and emails 
continued. It was not until this past summer that my father was finally successful in getting the 
company to stop contacting us by responding to one of the numerous emails.  
 This event really shaped my perspective on privacy. Before the incident, I considered my 
information to be safe with the school administration. I thought that all of my test scores, grades, 
and personal information was secure with them. I trusted them to keep my information 
confidential. I never thought about them sharing specific and personal information with outsiders 
without asking for my parents or for my permission. I thought it was commonplace that people 
would respect others’ right to privacy and personal space; however, through this experience, I 
found that this was not the case. I figured that if someone wanted to pass on information to 
another party, they would, out of respect, ask for permission to forward information. 
Furthermore, I have always felt that privacy was an important aspect of life; however, it was not 
until this experience that I was actually able to place value to it. I also realized that everyone 
values privacy, and you have to choose carefully with whom to share personal information with. 
Moreover, I have learned that when personal information must be provided, it is good to find out 
what the information will be used for and whether or not it will be shared with others, especially 
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others who have no real need for the information. Although this may seem like a minor intrusion 
to some, it certainly brings into perspective the need for privacy laws.  
3
Montgomery: Value of Privacy
Published by XULA Digital Commons, 2019
